When DJ Rotter learned
the Minnesota Legislature
passed a law granting do-
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mestic violence victims the

right to ask for protection forChevy’'s Hope, a 501(c)3
their pets in Orders for Pro- nonprofit that provides fi-

County.

the judge to order the abuser

Effective Aug. 1, a few not to harm family pets. It
provisions were added to  can even grant the posses-
tection, she knew she was imancial assistance to abusetlinnesota statute 518B. Thsion of the pets to the person
a position to help furry and or neglected animals. In thenew law gives petitioners  asking for the order.
feathered friends in McLeodpast, Rotter’s group has alsseeking emergency protec-
provided temporary shelter tion orders the ability to ask
Rotter is the founder of for these animals.
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bout a year ago | was given a book toread. It - The abuser could be |{ p \/ A~
had been the choice of a local book club that hollering and swearing f H.ttentl
month and they passed it on to me. Recently, on the way to church | _ 5
| was privileged to meet the author when she spaite and then be a perfect [ Soﬁ .%:-
licly about surviving more than 20 years of domesti gentleman once there. | . -
abuse. She is lucky to be alive. The author had to walk }"} al =
What a story this is! The author married on egg shells, not know f. E’ rr\"* \ &
her college sweetheart in the ‘70’s and ing whether she’d have| " i ilvn Dablke
moved to his family farm in south central to deal with Dr. Jekyll o f : \Y
Minnesota. (Can we relate to this?!?!) Mr. Hyde. 3 r‘ 51*
Here she worked on the farm, held a full- . When the author finally
time position outside the home and raised got the courage to report the abuse, the sheriff's
three children. She survived unimaginable deputy (not McLeod County) said, “Your hus-
St physical and emotional abuse. After she band wouldn't do such a thing. I've known him
found the courage to leave her husband, she went to since he was in high school.” Then he added,
seminary and became a Lutheran pastor. All this hap “It's a hot day. Tempers flare. Try to calm down
pened right in our own backyard. now and just do your work.” As they watched
The copy of my book is flagged and highlighted in the deputy drive off, the abuser turned to the
so many places. There are textbook behaviors hatd t author and said, “I told you they wouldn’'t do
hope you'll find helpful in understanding domestio- anything!”
lence. The author’s religious background kept her from

The abuser was the church treasurer for yeardeaving her husband. While in seminary she wondered
and served on the church council. How could how she could disobey God's will for marriage by ob
such a good church member possibly harm higaining a divorce. She then realized her husbaad h
wife? broken his marriage vows by not loving, honoring an
The abuser’s moods would change according ¢berishing her as his wife. God wanted her to heal
how things were going on the farm. When the not dead. Realizing this helped her end her ngeria
farm economy plummeted, a cow got a seriouand save her life.
milk infection, the barn cleaner broke or the The author has found peace through forgiveness and
weather made farming difficult, the abuser tooky serving as a rostered pastor. She has two ppabis
it out on his wife. Imagine stomps, kicks to thelished by the American Library of Poetry. She soahn
chest on the cement floor and barn forks flyingaccomplished artist having done gift design for swug
at you on a regular basis. burg Fortress. The book is titled “Butterfly Schand
The author’s parents were aware of the abuseit just may show you domestic violence in a whadevn
and talked to their pastor about it. The advice light.
they received was, “Stay out of it, it's their prob
lem to deal with.”
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recent news story in the St. Petersburg Times taldect, a teen dating violence prevention program. F
of a couple’s not so typical domestic squabble. the first time last year, she gave 10 presentatioisgyv-
During an argument, a 59-year-old boyfriend spat  enth-grade students, which the school had requested
donuts and threw bananas at his 49-year-old girifti those presentations change just one or two hehatss
The girlfriend, in turn, ripped a banana in two and  less violence and disrespect this world will know.
stuffed the pieces in his ears. She tried  As a board member, my primary responsibility is to
to call police, but he took her phone ardise money for this organization. So each timeitew
broke it. She did make her call, how- this little news piece, | will, in some way or ahet, ask
ever, and both were arrested for domegeu to give. If you receive an annual fund driviedein
tic battery. the mail this month, please return the encloseélepe
OK, it is somewhat humorous picturingvith a donation — $5, $10, $25. Wow, even $100 will
that incident. Though not as horrific a do. You can give monthly. It doesn’t have to bete
story as Evelyn Dahlke told at St. Paullamp sum.
Lutheran’s Church (see Jo’s article on It is the only way Alliance advocates can continue
v previous page), it is still abusive behawo support and assist victims, or educate teenstatade
ior nevertheless. respect. Thus, whenever a woman or man picks up a
Where in their lifetimes did these people learn to banana, the inclination is to eat it rather thaowvshit in
treat other people the way they do? The answers aresomeone’s ears.
probably as varied as they are many. Violence is a
learned behavior. We can only undo it through educa
tion. Throughout each year, our advocate, Glynis,
speaks to various high school groups about Choese R

Board Chair
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to do is go to www.givemn.org and sale will be 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Nov.
follow the directions. 6, at the Hutch Mall during the

" , * - There are many special matches “Shop Till You Drop” event.
throughout the day of giving, includ-
On Give to the Max Day 2009,  ing randomly selected donations 11 gl

Minnesotans gave $14 millionto  having $1,000 added to their gift

more than 3,400 nonprofits in 24 each hour of the drive. ! 112-- # 1 1$*

hours! McLeod Alliance was part of Please help the Alliance by mak- _ _ _

that massive online giving push andng an online gift on Nov. 16. Once again, McLeod Alliance will
will again benefit from a Meat Raffle held by
participate. / 0 | * the Hutchinson Eagles #444The
The online . raffle night is set for Jan. 28, 2011.
one-day only | ) & 1 Mark your calendar and plan to head
fundraising out to the Eagles Club inside the

eventisset  The Crow River Chapter of IAAP Best Western Victorian Inn. Watch
for Nov. 16. has chosen the Alliance as recipient8e Alliance Web site for more de-
All you need of their Bake Sale proceedghe tails in late 2010.

! " that bond. The pet is part of their
family.”

“I know from firsthand experience Rotter also knows it's not easy to
that you don’t want to leave that pat leave and that adding worry to worry
behind,” Rotter said. “More often doesn'’t get anything accomplished.
than not, an abuser can use that pet “Abuse can be a comfortable
as a tool to keep them from leaving. | thing, not a good comfortable, but
want to be able to offer an option for the change is scary,” she said. “And
those victims.” it's hard enough for them to leave in

Rotter, who lives in McLeod the first place and then to be told
County, saw the passing of the new they have to give up their pet on top
law as her opportunity to extend a of it, sometimes it's a deal-breaker.”
offer. She contacted the Alliance td By offering her nonprofit as a re-
share her information and become|a source, Rotter wants to combine our
resource for the agency. She wantg efforts to help victims. “You are
victims to know that she will provid finding a safe haven for the humans;
a safe place for their pets when they % ( that's where we can step in and pro-
leave abusive relationships. ! vide a safe place for the animals,”

“If that’s the only thing standing in & % %3 & & she said. “You already do so much
their way, well, it doesn’t have to ! % ! that if you did it all, you'd spread
be,” she said. “l don’t have unlimited 1 % yourself too thin. This way we can
resources, but we can figure out what both help victims and their pets.”

needs to be done to keep the pet s&®@ns in crisis mode,” Rotter said. If
for the time needed. We'll take it ona pet is with Chevy’s Hope person- To find out more about Chevy’s
a case-by-case basis.” nel, Rotter said she will be in touch Hope, visit the Web site at
Many victims are under incrediblewith the family and they will create avww.chevyshope.org, or call (320)
stress when making the decision toplan for the pet. “If the placement is296-1392. If you would like to sup-
leave, and Rotter understands this. going to be for a longer period of port this nonprofit, donations may be
“If we can help on a short-term  time, we will set up visits so the fammailed to Chevy's Hope Foundation,
basis, then we’re not making deci- ily can see their animal and keep ug?O Box 163, Brownton, MN 55312.
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Patsy Wright has been a volunteer since Septentligs. She volunteers an average of 5 hours per namdh
has volunteered more than 300 hours of her timeesgie started. Patsy is moving to the Twin Cikid$o-
vember to be closer to her children and grandcleitdrShe will be missed! in the midst of her mosictei-
ties, she stopped in to the office to answer thesstions. — Jill Barrall

Name:. Patsy Wright
Birthplace: Oakland, Calif.
Age: 73

Marital Status: Widowed
Children: Three daughters,
Kathie in Minneapolis,
Beth in Syracuse, N. Y. and
Laura in Bloomington and
four grandchildren
Education: Graduated
from Litchfield High

School and one year at St.
Cloud Teachers College
Employment: 1969-71

JB: What are your
hopes for the Alli-
ance?

PW: That it will
have better funding
to enable them to.do
what they need and
want to do. Mote
advocates are
needed in the office
and that can’t hap-
pen without the ade-
guate funding.

work as church secretary at

Bethlehem United Methodist; JB: What do think
1971-74 Hutchinson High School secretary; 1974-84 most important for the public to know about the
Crow River Cooperative Vocational Center; 1984- McLeod Alliance?

1990 Director of McLeod County Historical SocietyPW: The community needs to know about the dedid
retired for a few years and in 1995 began work as tion and the compassion of the staff to help those
Resident Services Director at Village Cooperative need of advocacy and protection. The public heads
Hobbies: Crocheting, playing family games with kidsontinue to be made aware of the services.

and grandkids, music, reading

First joined the Alliance: September 2005. JB: What will you miss most about Hutchinson?
Volunteering at the Alliance?

JB: Why:did you want to become an Alliance vol:  PW: I'll.miss the people. It's just a warm, fun town
unteer? that has been home for 50-some years. | will nfies t
PW: There are so many great organizations that haxamderful people at the Alliance that | have bekle a
a lot of volunteers and | fearned that you really to work with. | love them all.

needed volunteers, so | felt | could be more useful

Plus, | heard you needed clerical help and Mary  JB: What would be something people would be
Anderson answered phones and it sounded like a rseaprised to learn about you?

place. PW: That | am really shy and | have to push myself

JB: How has your tenure with the Alliance Patsy is happy to discuss her love for McLeod Alli-
changed your view of domestic violence as a sociaiince and its mission, as well as tell you all aboert
issue? new life in the Cities.. If you wish to contact Bate-
PW: It made me very aware of the problem. | see theail Jill at besafe@hutchtel.net. We will have Rats
wonderful things that the Alliance is doing. Itils-  new contact information when she gets settled.
portant work and | feel it:needs to be more recoephi

and supported by the community and government.
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&&! * "$ The trailer will be there during the month of Oatgb
) which is Domestic Violence Awareness Month.

3422 " I After October, you can keep collecting recyclalites

the Alliance. All you have to do is collect youuadinum
Diners raised more than $700 for McLeod Alliancecans and take them to the McLeod County Solid Waste
when the agency teamed up with Applebee’s Neighb@edemption Center on 1065 5th Ave. S.E., Hutchinson
hood Bar and Grill in Hutchinson in August for agl- Let the employees there know you want your can re-

day fundraiser. The Alliance earned 15 percenheft demption cash to go to the McLeod Alliance, a nofipr

profits from sales on Aug, 16, 17 and 18. organization. They will take your crushed or unbags
The event raised $757.83 for the Alliance. Directolcans and send us the cash.
Jo Piehl said the Alliance will do this fundraisgyain For more information, call the McLeod Alliance 320)

although a new date has not yet been set. Watakefor 234-7933 or 1(800) 934-0851.Thanks for your support
tails on the Web site!
nmn
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McLeod Alliance for Victims of Domestic Violence Wi
We're always telling you to collect your cans foet  again embark on it's Annual Fund Drive, kicking thfé
Alliance. This month, we have a drop off site tckeni push for funds on Nov. 12.
easier for you! ) Personal request letters will be sent out to iddials and
McLeod County Solid Waste Man- jy,sinesses asking for financial support.
agement donated a recycling trailer The Alliance has a goal of raising $12,000 thig giea-
that is parked at the southern comepg the Annual Fund Drive. Funds raised are usgide
of the Shopko parking lot on High- \;ige services to victims of domestic violence dreirt
way 15 South. McLeod Alliance  families.
signs are on the trailer. Bags of alu- cash donations are always welcome at the Alliamze,
minum cans can be dropped there.matter the time of year.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS
July 1, 2010 through September 30, 2010
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Thank you to all the groups and individuals
who have generously provided in-kind
donations to our organization. Your gift
truly makes a difference in the lives of

victims of domestic violence!




CALENDAR OF EVENTS

+- October
“r Domestic Violence Awareness Month 7
» Oct. 1: New fiscal year begins. »
: Oct. 4: 10 a.m. Advcocay Coordinator Glynis Vacek spealRidtjewater College. :
,ﬁ Oct. 8: Staff attends 15th annual First Judicial Districiniestic Violence Conference ,ﬁ
ﬁ in Prior Lake. Alliance office is closed. Crigise available 24 hours. ﬁ
7¢ Oct. 13: Advocacy Coordinator Glynis Vacek speaks to D@@gh, Glencoe. F
** Oct. 19: 7 a.m. Board of Directors meeting, Alliance corfere room. **
" Oct. 20: 8:30 a.m. Director Jo Piehl speaks to McLeod Cp@utcial Services, Glencoe. N
,ﬁ 11:30 a.m. Director Jo Piehl attends Directors@ in St. Cloud. ,ﬁ
ﬁ Oct. 31: Happy Halloween ﬁ
. November
2+ Nov. 6: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Crow River Chapter of IAAP Balede$ Hutchinson Mall. 2
fﬁ Proceeds to benefit McLeod Alliance. g
“¢ Nov. 16: 8 a.m. to 8 a.m. Nov. 17 Give to the Max Day Fursna See page 4 for details. e
 Nov. 17: 7 a.m. Board of Directors meeting, Alliance confee room. w
"7 Nov. 18: 11:30 a.m. Director Jo Piehl attends Directors’@rén St. Cloud. N
,ﬁ Nov. 24: 3:30 p.m. Alliance office closes. Crisis line #able 24 hours. ,ﬁ
ﬁ Nov. 25: Happy Thanksgiving. Alliance office is closed faliday. Crisis line available. ﬁ
77 Nov. 26: Alliance office is closed. Crisis line availablé Bours. PAq
_. December
¢ Dec. 21: 7 a.m. Board of Directors meeting, Alliance coafee room. e
¢ Dec. 22: 3:30 p.m. Alliance office closes. Crisis line dable 24 hours. PAg
7 Dec. 23: Alliance office is closed. Crisis line available. ¥
" Dec. 24: Christmas Eve. Alliance office is closed. Crisielavailable 24 hours. N
ﬁ Dec. 25: Merry Christmas. o
ﬁ Dec. 27: 8 a.m. McLeod Alliance office re-opens. ﬁ
7 Dec. 30: 3:30 p.m. Alliance office closes. Crisis line dable 24 hours. o

Dec. 31: New Year’s Eve. Alliance office is closed. CriBige available 24 hours. Pk

¢ g

*ﬁ ONGOING  Support Group meets weekly on Thursday nights. pAd

s
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The purple ribbon is recognized asnessage that people are not tolerati
a unifying symbol of courage, sur- domestic violence in their communi-
vival, honor and dedication to endingies, homes, workplaces or schools.
domestic violence. October is Domestic Violence
Today, its display sends a powerflAwareness Month.




McLeod Alliance for Victims
of Domestic Violence, Inc.
P.O. Box 393

Hutchinson, MN 55350
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We'd like to know. Please contact the Alliance by
mail, e-mail, fax or phone, and we’ll take care of

the problem. Thanks.

MAVDV, Inc. Staff

Executive Director
Jo Piehl

Advocacy Coordinator
Glynis Vacek

Bilingual Advocacy Program
Nora Young

Legal Advocate/ Safety Net News Editor
Jill Barrall

Board of Directors
Jane Otto, Chair

Nan Crary, Vice Chair
Jeri Lueneberg, Secretary
Jeff Cummins, Treasurer
Scott Rehmann

Janis Rannow

Jody Winters Please invest in your local
Ronda Matthias United Way......
Linda Keehr

Jackie Backen

United Way
Helps Here
Telephone 320-234-7933 Out of Area 800-934-0851
Fax 320-234-6317 E-Mail mavdv@hutchtel.net
Web site: www.mcleodalliance.org



