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�� abulous prizes? 
Check. Tasty pizza? 
Check. A dynamite 

location? Check. Bowlers? 
Well, we can always use 
more of those! 

The McLeod Alliance 
Bowlathon is just around the 
corner. The 14th annual 
Strike Out the Violence 
Bowlathon is slated for Sat-
urday, Feb. 20 at Hutch 
Bowl. 

Last year, the Bowlathon 
raised more than $10,750 in 
pledges. It was the most 
pledge money that bowlers 
had ever brought in. Can we 
top it this year? That re-
mains to be seen. 
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Recently I heard a radio commentator discuss 
Ryan Seacrest’s generosity. Ryan Seacrest hosts 
the annual television show, American Idol. Any-
way, the commentator explained how Seacrest was 

at a dinner function, which only peo-
ple who make 7 figures can afford to 
attend. The generosity apparently 
surfaced when Seacrest bought sev-
eral tables $1,000 bottles of wine. 
All I could think was if Seacrest 
feels the need to spend that kind of 
money, we need him to come to our 
Bowlathon. 
Whether Ryan Seacrest is there or 

not, I hope you are. This is the Alliance’s biggest 
fundraiser. It will be Saturday, February 20, at the 

Hutch Bowl. No one lacks for fun and no one goes 
home hungry.  There are plenty of prizes, too. Most 
importantly, the money raised at the Bowlathon 
helps the Alliance continue to serve those affected 
in some way by domestic violence. 

Nonprofit organizations, like the Alliance, rely 
on the generosity of people like you. It is you who 
enables our wonderful staff to continue to support 
and empower victims of domestic violence. Your 
generosity makes that happen. It’s not being squan-
dered on $1,000 bottles of wine; it’s giving victims 
hope for better lives. 

Please support the 14th annual Bowlathon this 
Feb.20. 
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Board Chair 
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�� ere at the Alliance, we deal with lots of 
different situations. Seems like no two 
are ever the same, which keeps the advo-

cates on their toes! 
Lots of folks wouldn't think of coming to us for 

help when they suspect their elderly par-
ent is being mistreated, for example. 
Likewise, would you think of asking us 
for help if you were receiving unwanted 
phone calls/text messages/emails ten 
times a day from someone you knew? 
That behavior is termed stalking and 
January is Stalking Awareness Month. 
Stalking is a crime, YES a crime, that 
affects 3.4 million victims a year. It's a 

crime in all 50 states and the District of Columbia, yet 
many victims and criminal justice professionals un-
derestimate its seriousness and impact.  In one of five 
cases, stalkers use weapons to harm or threaten vic-
tims. 

Stalking is one of the significant risk factors 
for femicide (homicide of women) in abusive rela-

tionships. Victims suffer anxiety, social dysfunc-
tion, and severe depression at much higher rates 
than the general population, and many lose time 
from work or have to move as a result of their vic-
timization.  

Stalking is not a single, easily identifiable crime 
but a series of acts, a course of conduct directed at a 
specific person that would cause that person fear. It 
may be in the form of assaults, threats, vandalism, 
burglary, or animal abuse, as well as unwanted 
cards, calls, gifts or visits.  One in four victims re-
ports that the stalker uses technology, such as com-
puters, GPS system devices, or hidden cameras, to 
track the victim's daily activities.  

The more we understand stalking, the more we 
can support victims and combat the crime.  If you 
or someone you know is receiving unwanted atten-
tion in excess, please let us help.  

Stay safe. 
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Executive Director 
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Name: Lisa D. Hill 
Birthplace:  Minneapolis, Minne-
sota 
Age: 39 
Marital Status: Married to Tho-
mas Hill 
Children: 4, two boys and two 
girls 
Current Residence: New Pra-
gue, Minnesota 
Education: B.A. from Metropoli-
tan State University, St. Paul; 
M.A.T. from St. Catherine Uni-
versity, St. Paul; and J.D. from 
William Mitchell College of Law 
in St. Paul 
Employment: Staff attorney with 
Southern Minnesota Regional Legal Services, Inc., 
also known as SMRLS 
Hobbies: Facebook, television, reading, cooking, 
baking and chauffeuring children to events 
First began working with the Alliance: July 2005 
 
JB: Why did you want to become a lawyer work-
ing with domestic violence victims? 
LH: I started out in family law and I liked that. I 
came to SMRLS for practical reasons. (It was more 
stable employment for my family’s needs.) But now 
that I’m in it, it’s nice to work with a nonprofit and 
make a difference in people’s lives. 
 
JB: How has the service you provide for the Alli-
ance and other agencies changed your view of do-

mestic violence as a social issue? 
LH: I see it more as a systemic issue 
than an individual issue now. I think 
I saw it previously as a systemic 
issue in that patriarchy perpetuates 
violence against women, but it was 
just in textbooks. Now it is real to 
me. 
 
JB: What are your hopes for the 
Alliance? 
LH:  I really hope that we can con-
tinue our partnership and continue 
working with victims. We really 
support each other and that partner-
ship is very valuable. My time with 
the staff is very important because 

we can hold each other up because we have a shared 
experience. 
 
JB: What do you think is most important for the 
public to know about the McLeod Alliance? 
LH: That you are there and available, and that I’m 
available to the clients. 
 
JB: What would be something people would be 
surprised to learn about you? 
LH: That I have been on two of the three sides of the 
adoption equation. 
 
Lisa is happy to discuss her work with McLeod Alli-
ance. Feel free to contact her via e-mail at 
lisa.hill@smrls.org. 
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Lisa Hill often represents McLeod Alliance clients in orders for protection or child custody hearings when 

domestic violence has occurred. Lisa also meets with clients in our office at least once a month. As a member 
of a partner agency, I thought it would be a good chance for all of you to get to know her   – Jill Barrall 
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During October, a blue recycling bin was placed in 

the Hutchinson Shopko parking lot. McLeod County 
Solid Waste Management donated the bin for the second 
year in a row as a way to assist the Alliance in fundrais-
ing and honoring October as Domestic Violence Aware-
ness Month. Aluminum cans were collected in the bin 
for the entire month. Executive Director Jo Piehl re-

ceived a check in November for $137.60. 
A big heartfelt thank you to McLeod County Solid 

Waste Management and to all those who donated their 
cans for our cause. In addition, don’t worry if you 
missed the bin, because you can always take your recy-
cling to the McLeod County Redemption Center and 
designate your can cash be donated to McLeod Alliance! 
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No matter how much is 
raised, don’t miss out on 
the fun! Call now and re-
serve your lane and get 
your pledge sheets! 

Remember, each bowler 
must raise at least $40 in 
pledges. For that amount, 
each bowler gets three 
games of bowling, shoe 
rental and lunch. 

There are two sessions 
on Saturday, Feb. 20 at 
noon and 3 p.m.  

Come to Hutch Bowl 
and join the fun and get a 
chance to win some amaz-
ing prizes while assisting 
our agency! 

Greetings! I 
hope the new 
year brings 
you happiness 
and prosper-
ity! Now that 
the holidays 
are behind 
you, we are 
preparing for 
our annual 
Strike Out the 
Violence 
Bowlathon fundraiser. I’ve 
already sent our announce-
ments and pledge sheets to 

past bowlers, and 
contacted local 
businesses for 
prize donations.  
Our bowlathon 
has become quite 
an event. I really 
look forward to 
seeing our 
“regulars” again! 
We provided 
many services to 
280 families last 

year. We will continue to 
provide those families 
with encouragement and 

support throughout the 
new year. Please join us in 
our effort to create aware-
ness of domestic violence 
and the services McLeod 
Alliance offers to people 
in our community. If you 
would like more informa-
tion about our bowlathon, 
please call or e-mail me! 

 
Glynis Vacek is the Alli-

ance Advocacy Coordinator 
and can be reached at (320) 
234-7933 or by e-mail at 
alliance@hutchtel.net. 
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The Alliance received several  
grants from local organizations 
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The quilt donations started 
pouring into the McLeod 
Alliance office late this sum-
mer. All the staff knew was 
that a man at the St. Mary’s 
Care Center in Winsted was 
cranking out these quilts.  

Now we know the man 
behind these gifts of warmth 
to be 76-year-old Vernon 
Bethke. Vernon has com-
pleted 42 quilts. Many were 
donated to the Alliance and 
some to St. Mary’s staff. 

Thanks to an article by 
Linda Scherer in the Nov. 16, 
2009 Winsted Herald Journal, 
we learned about Vernon. 

In a phone interview Jan. 
14, Vernon said he learned to 
sew from his mother, who 
passed away in 2005. A life-
long resident of Stewart, 
Vernon owned a sharpening 
service until a an injury made 
it necessary to move to St. 
Mary’s in March 2008. 

Vernon said he’s very 
happy to create the quilts. “It 
makes me feel good to know 
that they were going to your 
group,” he said. “I was just 
doing it for the friendship.” 
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Vernon Bethke  
creates gifts  
of warmth,  
donates them 
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Each month, McLeod County 
Task Force members meet to discuss 
criminal justice issues that affect 
domestic violence victims. Some-
times a meeting isn’t necessary and 
updates are e-mailed to members. 
Here are a few updates that recently 
went out to the Task Force. 
 
· Domestic Violence Risk As-

sessment Bench Guide The 
Gender Fairness and Implemen-
tation Committee of the Minne-
sota Supreme Court developed a 
risk assessment tool for judges 
to use in domestic violence 
cases. This tool was distributed 
to all of the judges in Minne-
sota.  The purpose of this card is 
to give judges (prosecutors, pro-

bation, law enforcement, advo-
cates, etc.) specific factors to 
consider in helping the judge 
determine the possible level of 
risk of death or serious injury to 
a particular domestic violence 
victim. 

· The McLeod Alliance for Vic-
tims of Domestic Violence 
Criminal Justice Project num-
bers are on the rise.  In 2008 the 
McLeod Alliance tracked an 
average of 80 criminal domestic 
assault cases.  In 2009 the num-
ber went up to 96 criminal do-
mestic assault cases per month. 

· January is National Stalking 
Awareness Month, a time to 
focus on a dangerous crime that 
affects 3.4 million victims in 

one year. This year’s theme, 
“Stalking: Know It. Name It. 
Stop It.” summons the nation to 
fight stalking by learning more 
about it. Stalking can happen to 
anyone, not just celebrities.  
And it’s a crime in all 50 states. 
Stalkers are hard to stop, and 
they may hurt or even kill their 
victims.  The more you know 
about stalking, the more you can 
do to stop it. For more informa-
tion, call or visit McLeod Alli-
ance for Victims of Domestic 
Violence at (320) 234-7933 or 
the National Stalking Resource 
Center at www.ncvc.org 
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CJI Project Coordinator 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS 
October 1, 2009 through December 31, 2009 

Thank you to all the groups and individuals 
who have generously provided in-kind 

donations to our organization.  Your gift 
truly makes a difference in the lives of 

victims of domestic violence!�
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
 
 

January 
NATIONAL STALKING AWARENESS MONTH  
Jan. 1, 2010: New Year’s Day.  McLeod Alliance office is closed. Crisis line still available. 
Jan. 18:  Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. No school, postal service or court services.  
Jan. 19:  5 p.m. Board of Directors Annual Retreat and Meeting, Hutchinson Chamber  
  of Commerce Conference Room. 
Jan 20:  11:30 a.m. Director Jo Piehl attends Directors’ Group in St. Cloud. 

 
February 
Feb. 1  Annual Fund Drive ends. (Note: Local donations are accepted year-round.) 
Feb. 11:  Noon, Task Force at McLeod County Sheriff’s Department, Glencoe. 
Feb. 15:  President’s Day. No school, postal service or court services. 
Feb. 16:  7 a.m. Board of Directors meeting, Alliance conference room. 
Feb. 17:  11:30 a.m. Director Jo Piehl attends Directors’ Group in St. Cloud. 
Feb. 20:  Noon and 3 p.m., 14th annual Strike Out the Violence Bowlathon, Hutch Bowl. 
 
 

March 
March 8-12: No School, Hutchinson Schools SPRING BREAK.  
March 16:   7 a.m. Board of Directors meeting, Alliance conference room. 
March 17:  11:30 a.m. Director Jo Piehl attends Directors’ Group in St. Cloud. 
 
 

April 
NATIONAL CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH 
April 2:  Office closes at 3:30 p.m. 
April 4:  Easter Sunday 
April 5:   Easter Monday. No school. 
April 20:  7 a.m. Board of Directors meeting, Alliance conference room. 
April 21:  11:30 a.m. Director Jo Piehl attends Directors’ Group in St. Cloud. 

 

 

 ONGOING Support Group meets weekly on Thursday nights.   
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Nandini Krishnamoorthi, a former 

McLeod Alliance volunteer, will be spend-
ing the next couple months as an intern for a 
field experience class. She will be spending 
time at the office on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days. 

Nandini is a student at St. Cloud State 
University and is pursuing a bachelor’s de-
gree in social work.  

For her Introduction to Social Work 
class, she is required to complete 60 hours 
of volunteer service. Nandini chose to com-

plete this service at the Alliance because of 
her passion for our mission. 

Nandini joined the Alliance as a volun-
teer in July 2007. She has assisted in many 
areas at the Alliance. She has provided di-
rect advocacy and spent the majority of her 
volunteer hours in recent months as a sup-
port group facilitator. She recently had to 
curtail her volunteer commitment with the 
Alliance when her college studies became 
more demanding. We are happy to have her 
with us for her field experience! �����
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Board of Directors 
Jane Otto, Chair 
Nan Crary, Vice Chair 
Jeri Leuneberg, Secretary 
Jeff Cummins, Treasurer 
Scott Rehmann 
Janis Rannow 
Jody Winters 
Ronda Matthias 
Linda Keehr 
Jackie Backen 

MAVDV, Inc. Staff  
 
Executive Director 
Jo Piehl 
 
Advocacy Coordinator 
Glynis Vacek 
 
Bilingual Advocacy Program 
Nora Young 
 
Intervention Project Coordinator 
Racheal Bratz 
 
Advocate/ Safety Net News Editor 
Jill Barrall 

Telephone 320-234-7933  Out of Area 800-934-0851 
Fax  320-234-6317  E-Mail   mavdv@hutchtel.net 
Web site:  www.mcleodalliance.org 

United Way 
Helps Here 

Please invest in your local 
United Way…... 
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We’d like to know. Please contact the Alliance by 
mail, e-mail, fax or phone, and we’ll take care of 
the problem. Thanks. 

McLeod Alliance for Victims  
of Domestic Violence, Inc. 
P.O. Box 393 
Hutchinson, MN 55350 
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