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�� ou guys are workin’ 
it out there!” yelled 
Johnny Holm at 

Friday, Oct. 16’s 2009 Alli-
ance Rock concert at Silver 
Lake Auditorium. The dance 
floor full of fans cheered in 
response.  

More than 250 people 
attended the 3rd annual con-
cert planned by McLeod 
Alliance as a fundraising 
event. What funds were 
actually raised this year is 
still undetermined as of 
press time. 

“Last year we lost $1,500, 
so we know this year it’s a 
lot better,” Executive Direc-
tor Jo Piehl said. “We’ve  
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��t’s good to be back. 
Such was my sentiment when I attended my 

first board meeting after taking a year’s leave to 
finish school. It’s great to be involved again with 

an agency that works hard at fulfill-
ing its mission. Even the fundraising 
part doesn’t seem too intimidating to 
me this time. 
With that thought in mind, please 
watch for our annual fund letter this 
month. Like many non profits, our 
revenue sources are dwindling with 
this ever-shrinking economy.  
A few years ago, the Alliance lost a 
grant that funded the agency’s crimi-

nal justice intervention advocate position. Trying 
to replace that pot of money has been insurmount-
able, however, losing that position would be devas-
tating to the many clients our advocate aids with 
court-related issues. 

When you receive that fund drive letter this 
November, please find it in your hearts to be gen-
erous. Giving $10 or $25 a month works, too. We 
want to continue to serve our clients to the best of 
our ability, as long as there is a need. And, that not 
only takes dedication, but money. 

Thanks for reading. 
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New Board Chair 
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�� ello all! 
Wow, what a change of weather!  I hope we 

didn’t skip from summer into winter .   
This will be my last correspondence to you as a 

Board Chair as elections were held in 
September and Jane Otto will be the 
“new” chair. Like me, she was previ-
ously the Board Chair once before.  I 
know Jane will do a terrific job as the 
Chair.  Thanks Jane! 
I will continue to be on the Board and 
helping out where it’s needed.   
By the time you receive this newslet-
ter our 3rd annual Alliance Rock con-
cert will have occurred – Oct. 16th, 

2009 – hopefully this year it will be a great success 
and that all of you who attended had a great time.  

Money is always a concern to make sure the Alli-
ance provides the services to its clients.  With the cuts 
from the State and Federal government, the Alliance 
is looking for ways to raise money.  If any of you 
have fundraising ideas, please contact Jo or the 
Board. We welcome any ideas. 

Soon you will be receiving the Annual Fund Drive 
letter in November – please consider a financial dona-
tion.  Your dollars help save lives.  Thanks to all of 
you and wishing you happiness and health. 
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� The purple ribbon is recognized as 
a unifying symbol of courage, sur-
vival, honor and dedication to ending 
domestic violence.  

Today, its display sends a powerful 

message that people are not tolerating 
domestic violence in their communi-
ties, homes, workplaces or schools. 
October is Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month. 
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Name: Marlys Ryti 
Birthplace:  Fergus Falls, 
Minnesota 
Age: 84 
Children: 3 grown daugh-
ters, 3 grandchildren and 4 
great-grandchildren. 
Education: Diploma, 
Murray High School, St. 
Paul. 
Employment: A very busy 
retired volunteer. In addi-
tion volunteering for the 
Alliance and her church, 
Marlys serves as the Vil-
lage Co-op Board Secre-
tary and Co-Activities Di-
rector for the housing com-
plex. 
Hobbies: Volunteering, 
reading and crocheting. 
First joined the Alliance: June 1997 
 
JB: Why did you want to become an Alliance vol-
unteer? 
MR: When I moved to Hutchinson from Cosmos, the 
Retired Senior Volunteer Program director found me 
the volunteer opportunity with the Alliance. I was 
happy to volunteer to help people. 
 
JB: How has volunteer service for the Alliance 

changed your view of do-
mestic violence as a social 
issue? 
MR: I became aware of how 
much help there is out there 
for victims. I didn’t know 
about that before I volun-
teered. I was happy to learn 
that there is help out there. 
 
JB: What are your hopes 
for the Alliance? 
MR:  I certainly hope that 
they can remain funded so 
they can continue their work. 
 
JB: What do you think is 
most important for the pub-
lic to know about the 
McLeod Alliance? 

MR: That there is help out there for victims of do-
mestic abuse. And what lovely ladies there are work-
ing here. 
 
JB: What would be something people would be 
surprised to learn about you? 
MR: I don’t know. What you see is what you get!  
 
Marlys is happy to discuss the McLeod Alliance mis-
sion. Feel free to contact her via e-mail at mar-
lysr@hutchtel.net. 

%�&�'����
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Marlys Ryti is a long-time clerical volunteer who joined the McLeod Alliance for Victims of Domestic Vio-

lence team in June 1997. Often, Marlys may be the voice you hear when you call the office, when she covers the 
phones during staff meetings. I posed these questions to her about her volunteer experience..   – Jill Barrall 
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Do you or your business have aluminum cans filling 

your garage and/or basement?  Help yourself and HELP 
US at the same time! 

Get rid of the mess!  Drop the cans off in the metal 
collection bin in the southwest corner of the ShopKo 
parking lot, right on Main St., during the month of Octo-
ber. Your aluminum can donation will be turned into 
cash to help families affected by violence in their 
homes. 

The bin was donated by McLeod County Solid Waste 

Management in commemoration of October being Na-
tional Domestic Violence Awareness Month. 

In addition, don’t worry if you missed the bin, be-
cause you can always take your recycling to the McLeod 
County Redemption Center and designate your can cash 
be donated to McLeod Alliance! Just tell them you want 
your recycling donation to benefit McLeod Alliance for 
Victims of Domestic Violence! 

Thanks to Solid Waste for donating the bin and for 
being such a great partner to our agency! 
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already made a big step in 
the right direction and I’m 
not discouraged.” 

Piehl said sponsor money 
of $3,300 was raised before 
the event and she’s already 
gotten some great sugges-
tions for ways to approach 
sponsorship for next year. 

One of the most positive 
changes for this year was 
moving the concert to the 
Silver Lake Auditorium. 
Piehl said Jerry Quast and 
the city of Silver Lake were 
very accommodating. 

Another highlight of the 
event was the surprise ap-
pearance by a talented 9-
year-old Sauk Rapids boy, 
Ryan Miller. Johnny Holm 
invited the youth on stage to 
play drums and guitar in 
several songs, delighting 
and impressing the crowd. 

“He played with Johnny 

at (age) 6 for the first time,” 
said Miller’s mom, Alicia 
O’Malley-Miller. “Now he 
plays with them when they 
are close to where we live 
or where we have family.” 

Ryan’s performance 
revved up the room with 
rousing guitar riffs from a 

variety of classic rock 
songs. His talent really 
added something special to 
the concert! 

Thanks to everyone who 
came out to support the 
event, volunteered and 
danced the night away!  
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�� ecycling and sweet corn don’t really have anything 
in common except that at the 2009 McLeod 

County Fair both activities were fundraisers for McLeod 
Alliance. 

At the Fair in late August, the Alliance embarked on 
its third year of a recycling program with its partner 
agency, McLeod County Solid Waste Management. 
Volunteer crews for the Alliance circulate through the 
fairgrounds during Fair Week and empty blue plastic 
bag containers.  

In the past two years, the program has raised more 
than $170, with about $91 last year and $79 in 2007.  

This year, the tough economy hit the recycling indus-
try. The collection weights went up this year, but with 
low returns on recyclables, we only received $60.10. 
This year, 14 volunteers spent more than 30 hours on set 
up and tear down and collecting recyclables.  

Alliance volunteers collected: 
· 500 lbs of mixed plastic 
· 60 lbs of aluminum 
· 240 lbs of cardboard.  
The potential is there to raise more money when the 

economy picks up, especially if our weights keep in-
creasing each year. Also, we can’t put a dollar value on 
the awareness our participation brings to both very im-
portant social and environmental issues.  

Thanks so much to our volunteers for their efforts. 
 

Sweet Corn giveaway drew crowd 
At the first-ever free sweet corn giveaway, volunteers 

served two tons of corn to McLeod County fair-goers. 
The event, courtesy of McLeod County Ag Association 
and McLeod Alliance, was a success.  

Free will donations at the tent garnered the Alliance 
$115. Later, the McLeod County Ag Association made a 
$500 donation to the Alliance as well. 

There were 21 Alliance volunteers and board mem-
bers who shucked, buttered and served the corn. Thanks 
for making this new fundraiser a success. 
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The Battered Women’s Legal Ad-
vocacy Project provided training on 
changes in laws affecting domestic 
violence victims on Sept. 23 in Hop-
kins. Advocate Jill Barrall and I at-
tending the training. Here is a brief 
summary of key changes in the law. 

 
Safe at Home 
HF1677/SF 1452 

The legislation strengthens and 
clarifies the law around the Safe at 
Home program at the Office of the 
Minnesota Secretary of State which 
provides address confidentiality.  
One of the changes was to exclude 
predatory offenders from participat-
ing in the program. For more infor-
mation on the Safe at Home program 
go to www.sos.state.mn.us/
index.aspx?page=1473 

Increase in Time for Domestic 
Abuse Arrests 
HF1273/SF1079 Minn. Stat. 629.341 

The time that law enforcement 
officers have to make a probable 
cause arrest for domestic abuse was 
increased from 12 hours to 24 hours. 

 
Brandon’s Law – MN Missing Per-
son’s Act 
HF1242/SF1146  
Minn. Stat. 299C.51 et al 

Brandon’s Law changed the MN 
Missing Children’s Act to the MN 
Missing Person’s Act, which now in-
cludes adults who are missing and 
endangered.  The act lists the duties of 
law enforcement agencies to accept 
and investigate missing person cases. 

There are concerns that the law 
may have an unanticipated negative 

consequence for domestic abuse and 
sexual assault victims who are inten-
tionally “missing” because they are 
fleeing an abusive situation.   
 

Crime Victims Legislation 
HF1301/SF993 Omnibus Public 
Safety Policy Bill 

Currently, prosecutors must pro-
vide victims of domestic assault and 
harassment information on civil pro-
tection orders.  The change was to 
say that victims of criminal sexual 
conduct must also receive the notice 
about civil protective orders. 
 
Miscellaneous  

Harassment Restraining Orders are 
now $320.00 as of 7/1/2009. 
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CJI Project Coordinator 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS 
July 1, 2009 through September 30, 2009 

Thank you to all the groups and individuals 
who have generously provided in-kind 

donations to our organization.  Your gift 
truly makes a difference in the lives of 

victims of domestic violence!�
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
 
 

November 
Nov. 4:  12:30 p.m. Advocacy Coordinator Glynis Vacek speaks to doctors at Hutchinson  
  Hospital for Grand Rounds training. 
Nov. 11:  11:30 a.m. Director Jo Piehl attends Directors’ Group in St. Cloud. 
Nov. 12:  Noon, Task Force at McLeod County Sheriff’s Department, Glencoe. 
Nov. 13:  Annual Fund Drive begins. Donations accepted through Feb. 1, 2010.  
  (Note: Local donations are accepted year-round.) 
Nov. 17:  7 a.m. Board of Directors meeting, Alliance conference room. 
Nov. 25:  3:30 p.m. McLeod Alliance office closes early for holiday weekend. 
Nov. 26:  Happy Thanksgiving. Office is closed. Crisis line still available. 
Nov. 27:  McLeod Alliance office is closed. Crisis line still available. 
 
 

December 
Dec. 3:  Arlis Feser is guest speaker to Alliance Support Group.  
Dec. 8:  4 to 6 p.m., Papa Murphy’s fundraiser. Volunteers needed. Call Alliance if interested. 
Dec. 9:  11:30 a.m. Director Jo Piehl attends Directors’ Group in St. Cloud.  
Dec. 15:   7 a.m. Board of Directors meeting, Alliance conference room. 
Dec. 23:  3:30 p.m. McLeod Alliance office closes early for holiday weekend. 
Dec. 24:  Christmas Eve. McLeod Alliance office is closed. Crisis line still available. 
Dec. 25:  Christmas Day. McLeod Alliance office is closed. Crisis line still available.  
Dec. 31:  New Year’s Eve. 3:30 p.m. McLeod Alliance office closes early for holiday weekend. 
  
 
 

January 
NATIONAL STALKING AWARENESS MONTH  
Jan. 1, 2010: New Year’s Day.  McLeod Alliance office is closed. Crisis line still available.  
Jan 13:  11:30 a.m. Director Jo Piehl attends Directors’ Group in St. Cloud. 
Jan. 14:  Noon, Task Force at McLeod County Sheriff’s Department, Glencoe. 
Jan. 19:  7 a.m. Board of Directors meeting, Alliance conference room. 
 
 

 

 ONGOING Support Group meets weekly on Thursday nights.   
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The Dunn Bros. reward card program ended in early 

October. Overall, the Alliance received $200 from the 
program. 

As one of the first partner programs in the Commu-
nity Giving RoastmasterRe-
wards program with Dunn 
Bros. Coffee, the Alliance 
gave out the free cards that 
participants could use to raise 

cash while buying coffee.  
After initially joining the program, the Alliance’s 

participation was extended for another three months, but 

a minimum reward donation level of $150 was required 
to continue with the cards. Only $87 was raised in the 
last 120 days, so this program has ended.  

The Alliance is very grateful to those individuals 
who used their cards faithfully. Anyone who has a 
RoastmasterRewards card can turn it into their partici-
pating Dunn Bros. and receive a blue RoastmasterRe-
wards loyalty card. The blue card works in the same 
way, but for every $40 spent, the cardholder earns a free 
drink reward voucher that prints from the register. Con-
tact your local Dunn Bros. for information. 

 �
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Board of Directors 
Jane Otto, Chair 
Nan Crary, Vice Chair 
Jeri Leuneberg, Secretary 
Jeff Cummins, Treasurer 
Scott Rehmann 
Janis Rannow 
Jody Winters 
Mary Ellen Wells 
Ronda Matthias 

MAVDV, Inc. Staff  
 
Executive Director 
Jo Piehl 
 
Advocacy Coordinator 
Glynis Vacek 
 
Bilingual Advocacy Program 
Nora Young 
 
Intervention Project Coordinator 
Racheal Bratz 
 
Advocate/ Safety Net News Editor 
Jill Barrall 

Telephone 320-234-7933  Out of Area 800-934-0851 
Fax  320-234-6317  E-Mail   mavdv@hutchtel.net 
Web site:  www.mcleodalliance.org 

United Way 
Helps Here 

Please invest in your local 
United Way…... 
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We’d like to know. Please contact the Alliance by 
mail, e-mail, fax or phone, and we’ll take care of 
the problem. Thanks. 

McLeod Alliance for Victims  
of Domestic Violence, Inc. 
P.O. Box 393 
Hutchinson, MN 55350 
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